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A campaign at Cape Grim in November and December 2007 is underway focusing on aerosol formation and trace gases.  The campaign is designed around the University of Helsinki Aerosol Ionisation Spectrometer (AIS) which has been at Cape Grim since early October 2007.  The campaign involves groups from CSIRO Marine Atmospheric Research (CMAR), Keith Bigg and Queensland University of Technology.  The CMAR PTRMS will operate at Cape Grim until late February 2008 and the AIS returns to Finland in early February 2008.

A proposal to make long-term measurements of aeolian dust at Cape Grim, which will involve CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research will be discussed at the December 2007 Cape Grim Working Group Meeting.

A workshop for 40 researchers associated with SAZ-SENSE voyage of early 2007 was recently held at CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research (Hobart, 6-8 November) to discuss and appraise the first results of this process study of Southern Ocean waters to the south of Tasmania.  Participants were delighted to see the array of interdisciplinary science to come out of the voyage.  SAZ-SENSE has been an initiative of the Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems CRC that has prospered from the contributions of a diverse team of national and international marine scientists. More can be learnt of this project from the SAZ-SENSE website at <http://www.marine.csiro.au/datacentre/saz-sense/>.

The upcoming IPY-GEOTRACES project on the reoccupation of the CLIVAR SR3 transect (Tasmania - Antarctica along ~140°E meridian) by the Climate of the Antarctic and Southern Ocean (CASO) program has been postponed until March-April 2008, after RSV 'Aurora Australis' recently encountered mechanical problems.  The ship will now need to be placed in dry-dock for repairs, instead of starting out on the SR3 transect at the end of November.  Like SAZ-SENSE, the IPY-GEOTRACES SR3 project comes under the Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems CRC, with logistics provided by the Australian Antarctic Division through the Australian Antarctic Science scheme.  The updated schedule can be seen at:

<http://its-db.aad.gov.au/proms/public/schedules/voyage.cfm?season=0708#V6>.

A brief description of this project and other marine science originally intended for a longer single voyage, but now to be carried out on two voyages of 'Aurora Australis' -- V3 and V6, can be obtained at:

<http://www.aad.gov.au/MediaLibrary/asset/MediaItems/ml_393863791898148_V3%20Summary%20of%20Science%20Projects.doc>.

For further information contact the project leader, Edward Butler (Edward.Butler@csiro.au)
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