STATUS OF SOLAS ACTIVITIES IN CANADA

(Submitted by Bill Miller, Nov 2002)

Current status of SOLAS planning: Following from the SOLAS Open Science Meeting in Damp, Germany, in
February 2000, a Canadians SOLAS Workshop was convened at McGill University, Montreal, in June, 2000. A
Scientific Advisory Committee was elected and tasked to pursue funding for a Canadian SOLAS Network. A
nationwide call for participation resulted in the submission of 28 separate proposals for inclusion in the Network.
The Canadian SOLAS Network proposal was submitted in October 2000.

The Canadian SOLAS Network was jointly funded at $8.9 million by Canada’s National Science and
Engineering Research Council (NSERC) and the Canadian Foundation for Climate and Atmospheric Sciences
(CFCAS) with substantial additional support from the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) to
support activities planned over 5 years. Official announcement and press release occurred September 21, 2001.

The C-SOLAS Network includes forty-three Canadian Ph.D. scientists working on fifteen coordinated projects
centered on three themes:

(1) Biogeochemical interactions and feedback between the ocean and atmosphere

(2) Exchange processes at the ocean-atmosphere interface.

(3) Integration and modeling of interaction between the ocean and atmosphere.
Oceanic and atmospheric data will result from two large field efforts (an Fe patch experiment in the N.E. Pacific
during July 2002, and a spring bloom experiment in the N.W. Atlantic in 2003) and 5 other cruises (178 total days at
sea during 2002-03) and a mooring in each ocean to collect temporal data for coordination with linked ocean-
atmosphere models.

The July Fe Addition expedition to Station Papa (tagged SERIES: the Subarctic Ecosystem Response to Iron
Enrichment Study) involved three ships: the Canadian vessel, J.P. Tully, the Mexican vessel, e/ Puma, and the
Japanese vessel, Kaiyo-Maru. Early feedback indicates an unqualified success. The C-SOLAS Board of Directors,
Chaired by Bob Duce, met in February 2002. C-SOLAS hired Daniela Turk as Network Manager and has set up the
Canadian SOLAS Secretariat at Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS.

Future plans for national activities: Continue funded activities. Convene a SERIES workshop in early 2003.
Coordinate the annual Canadian SOLAS Open Science meeting with the Canadian Meteorology and Oceanography
Society (CMOS) Meeting in June 2003 in Ottawa. Seek out international collaboration for field activities, especially
from atmospheric expertise. Cruise planning for 2003. Position C-SOLAS for renewal of funding to expand
national collaboration between the atmospheric and oceanic research community and take advantage of growing
international opportunity for collaboration and joint activities.

Opportunities for national participation in international SOLAS activities: Three Atlantic research cruises in
2003 could benefit from aircraft support and coordination. Canada will host the first IGBP SOLAS Open Science
Meeting in the fall of 2004, likely in Halifax.

National contact person and address of the national website if available:

Dr. Daniela Turk, Canadian SOLAS Secretariat, Dept. Oceanography, Dalhousie Univ., Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H
4]J1 Canada. Tel: 902.494-1612; Fax: .902.494-3877; SOLAS@is.dal.ca temporary website (new site very

soon): http://is.dal.ca/~solas/




