Dear Colleagues 

The year 2004 represented a true milestone for the biogeochemistry research community with the release of the synthesized, internally calibrated global ocean carbon data set GLODAP (Key et al., 2004). Not only did this dataset pave the way for several seminal publications on the ocean sink for anthropogenic CO2, but it also prepared the ground for the two other major ocean carbon data synthesis efforts, CARINA (Key et al., 2010) and the upcoming PACIFICA. 

These three datasets are largely complementary. PACIFICA and CARINA have different regional scope, and none of the two have many data in common with GLODAP. Given this, the next logical step is therefore the merge of these data products into one global product. Funding to do so has been obtained from the EU IP CARBOCHANGE, and a small task team who will do the actual work has been established. This team has two objectives: (i) to integrate the three data products through dealing with any inconsistencies and ensuring that homogenous quality control procedures are employed, and (ii) to secure inclusion of recent cruise data that was not included in any of the previous efforts. 

 In order to accomplish the second task we have, in cooperation with several of you, assembled a list of the new cruises to include in this synthesis effort at:

 http://tinyurl.com/6dx4oqm
 We are now seeking other high quality data. We are therefore asking all of you seagoing carbon scientist to please check our list for completeness. Check whether YOU have data that you believe should be included, but which is not listed presently and which do not appear in GLODAP, PACIFICA or CARINA. Please fill in information in the appropriate section of our online spreadsheet and submit the data to Robert M. Key at key@Princeton.edu with copy to are.olsen@imr.no
 We are also asking those of you who have data listed, to check the information that we provide for accuracy and completeness, and to submit any data that are missing (according to the “what we have column”).

 Please also submit complete CTD data, these will be forwarded to CCHDO for use in the ARGO float calibration effort.

 As in previous efforts we will take all necessary steps to assure that data generators receive appropriate credit for their work/data, so please make sure to include paper citations with your submissions.

It is our aim to complete the work with this data product, tentatively called GLODAPv2, within March 2013 and release it to the public through CDIAC. Given the short time horizon, all data to be included must be submitted within mid- February 2012.

Please be supportive, this is our legacy to future ocean carbon research.

Kind regards 

The GLODAPv2 task team (Are Olsen, Mario Hoppema, Robert M. Key, Alexander Kozyr, Benjamin Pfeil and Toste Tanhua)

