Can we help?
 
Mathieu Belbeoch conceived a little sailing vessel which is currently under contract to JCOMMOPS and features in the. The RV Lady Amber, conceived by Mathieu Belbeoch, is currently doing deployments of the Argo and Iridium floats around the Indian Ocean for CSIRO Australia, under contract to JCOMMOPS, and, for the next 2 years, will be in the Pacific doing deployments for the NOAA. (see IOC annual report No.10 pp.34)
The ‘Lady Amber’, is thought to be the only sailing research vessel in the world doing this type of research on a full time basis and according to SOOP cruise scores (∑ Score) is number one in the world.
They fill a vital gap in the deployment of Argo floats and inspection of the Tsunami and RAMA moored buoys and hope to get involved with other research like CO2, XBT and plankton sampling, pollution measurements and weather buoy deployments (SVP’s).
Various ‘Ships of Opportunity’ do deployments and sampling while on their routes between ports but due to the nature of their voyage rarely, if ever, venture from their set course.
R/V Lady Amber, however, gets sent to the gap areas where other ships seldom go and which would be too expensive to send a motorised research ship. 
The advantage of being under sail is that it is very cost effective and leaves a small carbon footprint.  The crew are fully trained in the initialisation and deployments of the floats and are able and capable; their record keeping thus far has exceeded the requirements as laid down by CSIRO.
The team are looking to assist with sampling in these waters.  The runs would not be repeated as with SOOP or Go-ships but could offer a random indication of the open ocean segments.
For further information:
Mathieu (Owner) belbeoch@jcommops.org 
Peter Flanagan (Captain) explorerstrust_uk@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: +881 6315 73987 (sat phone) 

 
